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Question Bank: Literature and Human Rights

1984

How does the government in "1984" suppress individual rights, such as freedom of speech and
thought, and what are the consequences of this suppression?

Analyse the concept of "thoughtcrime" in the novel. How does it infringe upon the right to
freedom of thought, and what methods does the Party employ to control and punish thought
crime?

Explore the role of propaganda in "1984." How does the Party manipulate information and
engage in psychological warfare to violate the right to access truthful information?

Discuss the lack of privacy in the society depicted in the novel. How do constant surveillance and
the absence of personal space infringe upon the right to privacy?

Analyse the use of torture and punishment, particularly in the Ministry of Love. How does the
Party's brutality violate the right to be free from cruel and inhuman treatment?

Consider the theme of historical revisionism in the novel. How does the Party's control over
history impact the citizens' understanding of their rights and freedoms?

Explore the role of the Thought Police in "1984." How do they suppress dissent and monitor
citizens, effectively violating their right to freedom of association and assembly?

Discuss the character of Winston's neighbor, Parsons, and his blind loyalty to the Party. How
does his behavior illustrate the erosion of individual rights through fear and indoctrination?
Examine the character of Julia and her acts of rebellion. How does her pursuit of personal
desires and emotions challenge the Party's restrictions on individual rights?

Consider the ending of the novel. What message does George Orwell convey about the
resilience of the human spirit and the potential for individuals to reclaim their rights and
freedom?

To Kill a Mockingbird

How does Atticus Finch’s defense of Tom Robinson exemplify the theme of equal protection
under the law and the right to a fair trial?

Analyse the racial segregation and discrimination depicted in Maycomb. How do these practices
violate the characters’ rights to equality and freedom from racial prejudice?

Explore the concept of empathy as a representation of human rights. How do characters like
Atticus and Scout demonstrate the importance of understanding and respecting others’
perspectives?

Discuss the limitations placed on Boo Radley’s freedom by his family and society. How do these
restrictions infringe upon his human rights, and what is the impact on his life?

Analyse the treatment of women in the novel, particularly through the characters of Scout,
Calpurnia, and Aunt Alexandra. How do gender roles and expectations affect their rights and
opportunities?



10.

10.

Examine the right to education in the context of “To Kill a Mockingbird.” How does Scout’s
experience at school reflect issues related to access to education and equal opportunities?
Explore the theme of moral integrity and the characters’ right to stand up for their beliefs. How
do characters like Atticus and Boo Radley demonstrate the importance of personal values and
ethics?

Discuss the impact of social class on the characters’ lives in Maycomb. How do economic
disparities affect their rights to a decent standard of living and equal opportunities?

Analyse the mob mentality and injustice surrounding Tom Robinson’s trial. How do these events
illustrate the dangers of collective prejudice and the violation of an individual’s rights?
Consider the lessons learned by Scout and Jem throughout the novel. How does their growth in
understanding the complexities of human rights and social justice contribute to the story’s
themes?

General Questions

How does literature serve as a vehicle for raising awareness about human rights issues and
promoting social justice?

Can you provide examples of literary works that have played a significant role in advocating for
specific human rights causes? How did these works impact society?

Explore the theme of censorship in literature. How have authors used their works to challenge
censorship and advocate for freedom of expression as a fundamental human right?

Discuss the portrayal of marginalized or oppressed groups in literature. How do these portrayals
contribute to discussions about equality and the protection of human rights?

Analyse the role of empathy in literature. How can reading literature from diverse perspectives
enhance our understanding of human rights and foster empathy toward others?

Consider the impact of historical fiction on our understanding of past human rights violations.
How does literature help us remember and learn from history’s lessons?

How do dystopian novels like “1984” or “The Handmaid’s Tale” address issues related to human
rights and individual freedoms, and what warnings do they offer for the future?

Discuss the intersection of literature and indigenous rights. How have indigenous authors used
storytelling to preserve their culture and advocate for their rights?

Explore the concept of “own voices” literature. How does this movement amplify marginalized
voices and contribute to the recognition of diverse human rights experiences?

Analyse the power of allegory and symbolism in literature to convey messages about human
rights. Can you identify examples where abstract concepts are represented through fictional
stories?



