B.A Programme History
Programme Outcome:

The B.A History Programme course is designed and organized in such a way so as to provide
the greatest flexibility to the students. There are core disciplinary papers that provide the
fundamental knowledge in the discipline of history and in the study of the History of India
and the world. The course provides a large amount of choice so that the students can
customize their subject choices. With its mix of Core, Discipline Specific Electives and Skill
Enhancement Courses it provides multiple points where students can participate in inter-
disciplinary reflections on cross-cutting themes.

B.A (Prog.) Semester I

Paper: History of India from the earliest times up to ¢. 300 CE (Core Course I)

Learning Outcomes:

This course explores various stages and processes of Indian history from prehistoric period to
early historic centuries. It examines the historiographical shifts pertaining to what is termed
as ‘Ancient/early’ India. Underlining the pan-Indian historical changes, it also focuses on
regional diversities. The varied experiences in the Indian subcontinent can be seen in
archaeological cultures and questions concerning literacy, nature of state formation and
attendant cultural growth.

Outcomes expected:

* Delineate changing perceptions on ‘Ancient/early’ India.

* Explain the importance of archaeological sources for study of proto-history and recognize
the belated growth of literacy.

 Distinguish between civilization and culture, particularly in the context of first ever
civilization in the Indian subcontinent.

* Outline the key features of the first ever empire under the Mauryas.

* Locate the shift of historical focus from Gangetic belt to newer areas.

* Discuss the processes of assimilations of people and ruling houses from outside the Indian
subcontinent in to the mainstream.

B.A (Prog.) Semester II
Paper: HISTORY OF INDIA ¢.300-1200 (Core Course II)
Learning Outcomes:

This course broadly covers from the last phase of early historic centuries to the early
medieval. Considered as a watershed, Gupta period was known for beginnings of some
historical changes that were likely to dominate the next five-six centuries. This course aims to
underline and analyze how these changes in the all Indian provide important bases
understanding transition to medieval period. This period of transition, called ‘early medieval’



seeks to examine regional manifestations.
Outcomes Expected:

* Identify the historical importance of the accelerated practice of land grants issued by ruling
houses.

* Delineate changes in the realm of polity and culture; puranic religion; the growth of
vernacular languages and newer forms of art and architecture.

» Contextualize the evolution and growth of regional styles of temple architecture and the
evolving role of these temples as centers of socio-economic and political activities.

B.A (Prog.) Semester 111

Paper: Heritage and Tourism (SEC I)

Learning Outcomes:

The objective of this course is to enable the students to understand the social, historic,
scientific, aesthetic and economic values that are inherent in a cultural heritage. The template
is set with practices of visual representation in colonial India and the institutionalizing of
colonial archaeology. In the last quarter of the 19th century, Indian artefacts get museumized
with the coming of exhibitions, fairs, collections, setting up of museums and botanical
gardens. This making of Indian heritage through the rhetoric of spectacle in the colonial
period forms part of the first unit. Moving to the contemporary times, to make the course
more conducive to employment opportunities, present day practices of marketing heritage are
explored in the next unit. Religious tourism, commercialization of nature tourism, nostalgia
tourism and the lived experience of heritage walks as cultural representations are studied
here. While there are obvious advantages of Tourism as being economically viable, the last
unit deals with the impact of overkill tourism practices. Case studies of three different socio-
ecological spaces, as also issues of conservation of heritage sites, making a case for
sustainable tourism, are studied in the last unit. The objective of the course, strengthened with
project work and field trips, is to equip the students to appreciate the nature of industries
associated with heritage and tourism.

Outcomes expected:

 Enhance his/her ability to discern the nature of the cultural heritage of the nation.

* Contextualise his/her country’s history of heritage representation, to effectively comprehend
the present.

* Draw inference from different aspects of tourism, its varieties and be sensitive to the impact
of overkill tourism in different geographical areas with specific local sensibilities, thus
making a case for sustainable tourism.

* Equip himself / herself with theoretical knowledge of heritage and tourism.



B.A(Prog.) Semester I1I

Paper: History of India c. 1200-1700 (Core Course III)

Learning Outcomes:

This course provides an analytical study of the history of India from 1200 to 1700 CE. It
introduces students to a thematic study of the main aspects of the period, delineating major
transitions, changes and developments that include the establishment of the Delhi Sultanate,
the Mughal state, Vijayanagara and Rajput polities, encompassing political, administrative,
cultural and economic aspects. Through select regional case studies the course also
underlines the interconnectedness of the subcontinental region in its transition to the Early
Modern period.

Outcomes expected:

* Identify the major political developments in the History of India during the period between
the thirteenth and the seventeenth century.

* QOutline the changes and continuities in the field of culture, especially with regard to art,
architecture, bhakti movement and Sufi movement.

* Discuss the economic history of the period under study in India especially, where agrarian
production and its implications are concerned.

* Delineate the development of trade and urban complexes during this period.

B.A (Prog) Semester IV

Paper: History of India, c. 1700-1950 (Core Course IV)

Learning Outcomes:

This paper provides a thematically arranged overview of the history of India from the
beginning of the eighteenth-century to the making of the republic in 1950. The first two units
examine the British colonial expansion in the eighteenth-century and proceed to discuss the
consolidation of the colonial state power in the political settings of nineteenth-century India.
The third unit critically situates the links between land revenue administration, export-
oriented commercialisation of agricultural production and deindustrialisation and the rampant
famine in colonial India. With a long-term perspective on the ideological, institutional and
political formations, the last four units introduce the major tendencies in the anti-colonial
nationalist and popular movements in colonial and immediate post-colonial India.

Outcomes Expected:

* Trace the British colonial expansion in the political contexts of eighteenth-century India and
the gradual consolidation of the colonial state power in the nineteenth century.

* Identify the key historiographical debates around the colonial economic policies, including
the land revenue collection, commercialisation of agricultural production, trade policies and
deindustrialisation.



* Delineate and explain the ideological, institutional, and political formations of the anti-
colonial nationalist movement.

* Discuss the colonial context of the emergence of communal politics in India and the
subsequent partition of India.

B.A (Prog.) Semester 1V

Paper: Introducing Indian Art (SEC II)

Learning Outcome:

The paper provides a glimpse of the art of India from ancient to contemporary times. Starting
with a historiographical enquiry of Indian art, it tries to touch upon the broader aspects and
examples of sculpture (stone, metal and terracotta), architecture (temples, mosques,
mausoleums and forts) and paintings (ancient to contemporary). The purpose of the paper is
to familiarize the students with the basic features of the various art forms of India with the
details of representative examples to enhance their skills. This course will familiarize the
students with the nuances of various aspects of art like sculpture, architecture and paintings.
This will help them in understanding various forms of art and art appreciation.

Outcomes Expected:

* Identify the diversity of Indian art including sculpture, architecture and paintings cutting
across time and space.

» Examine the development in architecture in India with reference to temples, mosques, forts
and colonial buildings. The ideological underpinning of architecture is also introduced.
 Explain the traditions of painting in India with reference to Mural, miniature; Mughal and
Rajputs.

* Demonstrate the major trends in painting during the national movement and in
contemporary India.

* Outline the nuances and intricacies of various forms of art.

B.A(Prog.) Semester V

Paper: Archives And Museums (SEC 1V)

Learning Outcomes:

The aim of this course is to make the students familiar with the structure and functioning of
both, archives and museums in India. This subject will also be taught with a view to give an
insight into the aspects of employability in these institutions.

Outcomes expected:

» Examine these two repositories of history from close quarters.



» Contextualise how the heritage is preserved and kept alive here and the difficulties faced in
the process.

* Demonstrate the way in which museums are organised and managed.

» Examine the considerations which govern the way exhibitions in museums are managed.

» Assessment will be based on assignments and projects involving visits to the archives and
museum, which is an essential component of this course.

B.A (Prog.) Semester V

Paper: Issues in Twentieth Century World History-1I (the 20th Century) (DSE III)

Learning Outcomes:

This course aims to provide an understanding of 20" century world history not as a history of
parts, individual nations but as an interconnected world history. The paper focuses on how
the world changed in the first half of the twentieth century, from the World Wars to new
radical and social movements. The course discusses how this world, ridden with conflict and
violence, also witnessed growing desires for peace by through an organisation such as the
United Nations. The emphasis is on taking up case studies to illustrate the processes and
trends in society and culture.

Outcomes expected:

* Define world history and explain the evolving polities.

* Categorise the economies and cultures of the twentieth century world.

* Define the making of the geopolitical order and ‘North-South’ distinctions.

* Delineate the complex character of modernity and its differences.

* Demonstrate critical skills to discuss and analyze diverse social movements and cultural
trends.

B.A (Prog.) Semester V

Paper :Cultural Diversity in India (G.E III)

Learning outcome:

Defining and understanding cultural diversity in India is the main objective of the course.
Culture is expressed through literature, visuals, oral traditions, sports, food etc across India.
So the course intends to make the students understand how culture is so deeply embedded in
various forms and thereby aims at an understanding of these various aspects of Cultural
diversity in India. A reading and subsequent discussion of these cultural parameters enables
the students’ understanding of various cultural forms that have evolved and have continued to
change.

Outcomes Expected:



e After successfully completing the course students would be able to explain India’s
diverse history, cultural practices and belief system.

e They will be able to appreciate the multi-cultural constituents of a country and respect
for different cultures.

e They will be able to differentiate ideologies of different communities and be sensitive
to cultural differences in everyday life.

e Since culture is expressed through various forms like literature, folk traditions, sports,
food, visuals, oral traditions, the student shall be able to develop an understanding of
people and regions of the country.

B.A (Prog.) Semester VI

Paper: Issues in Twentieth Century World History-II (DSE VI)

Learning Outcomes:

This course aims to provide an understanding of 20th century world history not as history of
parts, individual nations but as interconnected world history. Through events focus is on how
the world evolved from the Wars of Nations to new radical and social movements. World
ridden with conflict and violence also witness growing desires for Peace by forming United
Nations. The emphasis is on taking up case studies to illustrate the processes and trends in
society and culture.

Outcomes expected:

* Define world history.

* Discuss and explain the evolving polities, economies and cultures of the twentieth century
world.

* Analyze the interconnectedness in world history.

» Demonstrate critical skills to discuss diverse social movements and cultural trends.

B.A (Prog.) Semester VI

Paper: Popular Culture (SEC V)

Learning Outcomes:

One of the purposes of learning History is to be able to evolve a critical lens with which one
can make sense of one's immediate and lived experience. Popular culture happens to be a
major component of that experience, surrounding us at all times, particularly since it is easy
to access. This course aims to provide students with a critical understanding of popular
culture. One of the objectives of the course is to help the student attempt to define popular
culture through a study of the complex theoretical discussion on the subject. This theoretical
engagement is expected to enable learners to comprehend various aspects of popular culture
both in non-Indian and Indian contexts focussing particularly on themes pertaining to



religion, performative traditions, food cultures as well as the constitution of a 'new public'
with regard to its patterns of consumption of culture, in contemporary times.

Outcomes expected:

e Engage with a range of theoretical perspectives in an attempt to define popular culture,

e Describe the methodological issues involved in a historical study of popular culture,

e Identify the relevant archives necessary for undertaking a study of popular culture, while
pointing out the problems with conventional archives and the need to move beyond it,

e Interpret the above theoretical concerns to actual historical studies, through a case study,

e Estimate the popular aspects of everyday experience of religion and religiosity, through a
wide range of case studies relating to festivals and rituals, healing practices as well as
pilgrimage and pilgrim practices

e Examine the role of orality and memory in popular literary traditions,

e Demonstrate the evolution of theatre and dance within the popular performative traditions,
e Analyse the role of technology in the transformation of music from elite to popular forms,

e Examine the relationship between recipes/recipe books and the construction of national/
regional identities,

e Identify the history of the cultures of food consumption and its relationship with the
constitution of a modern bourgeoisie,

e Examine the process of emergence of a pattern of 'public consumption' of culture in
contemporary times, with specific reference to art, media and cinema

B.A (Prog.) Semester VI

Paper: Nature in Human History (G.E 1V)

Learning Outcomes:

This course proposes to examine the history of change in human-nature interactions. It
unpacks standard environmental narratives which reduce environmental concerns to pollution
and global warming, on the one hand, and human-nature harmony in pre-colonial era on the
other. This will help students understand the usually invisible interplay of political, economic
and ideological factors on questions of nature and natural resources. In what ways were
environmental concerns mitigated by the class imprint of aspirational consumerism? This
course also draws attention to the call of ‘national interest’ while addressing contemporary
environmental concerns, often designated by specialists as Anthropocene.

Outcomes Expected:

After the completion of this Course, the students will be able to:

* Critique an understanding of environmental concerns based on a narrow scientific/
technological perspective

* Discuss environmental issues within a social- political framework

» Examine the role of social inequality, i.e. unequal distribution of and unequal access to
environmental resources, in an understanding of the environmental crisis of the world -



from the global to the local

» Examine the complexities of resource distribution and inequalities of resource use,
locating these within specific social contexts, with reference to case studies regarding
water rights and forest rights

* Locate solutions to environmental problems within a framework of greater
democratisation of resource use

* Problematise the notion of a pristine past - of perfect balance between human societies
and nature in pre-modern times



