
 PROGRAMME NAME  BA Hons (Semester VI) 
COURSE NAME    History of USA: Reconstruction to New age politics 
SEMESTER DURATION   July- April 

 
Week Topic(s) Teaching methodology adopted/ 

Continuous internal evaluation 

1-2 Reconstruction: The New South: 
agrarian transformation, sharecropping, 
social groups: Carpetbaggers, 
Scalawags, Blacks, Ku Klux Klan. 

Redemption vs. Failure: An 
interpretation. 

Lecture and discussion method, audio
visual interactive session, flip 
teaching method and written test. 

3-4 The Gilded Age-economic and social 
divide. 

Growth of Capitalism: big business, 
business cycles and economic 
depression. 

Worker's Organize: labour unions - men 
and women; labour movements. 

Lecture and discussion method, 
Debate and interactive session, flip 
teaching method and Assignment. 

5-6 Resistance vs. Reform 

Agrarian crisis and discontent: rise of 
the Populists: its limitations.  

Crisis in the new urban-industrial order: 
the nature of Progressivism; women and 
Progressivism; limits of the Progressive 
movement. 

State in Crisis: The New Deal - 
reformism vs. economic 
experimentation.  

 Debate, audio visual interactive 
session and Quiz. 

7 - 9 Gender Roles: 

Stereotypes of women: White, Black 
and Other Women.  

Women and politics: White and Black 
Women in Public Space; Abolitionism; 
Suffrage Rights. 

Class and Gender: Lowell Textile Mill 
Workers, Ten Hour Movement; Sexual 
division of labour and artisan tradition: 
pastoralization of housework.  

The "Feminist Mystique": Women's 
Liberation. 

 

Comparative study method, 
interactive teaching, audio visual/ 
paper presentation and discussion. 



10 and 12-13 African-American Movement 

 Black Leadership: Booker T. 
Washington; W.E.B. Dubois; NAACP and 
Marcus Garvey, Malcolm X  

 Civil Rights Movement: Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

Lecture and interactive teaching 
method, audio visual organising 
debates session, flip teaching method/ 
surprise written test. 

 

 11 MID-SEMESTER BREAK  

14 Imperialism 

Imperial ambition and power: the 
Spanish-American War, USA and East 
Asia: USA and Latin America; America 
in the First World War. 

America in the Second World War: 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Lecture and interactive teaching 
method, Animated history video on 
topics, surprise written test. 

 

15  Imperialism (Continued) 

The Cold War: Strategy of 
Containment": Truman Doctrine.  

Anti-Communist Crusade: 
McCarthyism: Korean War: Cuban 
Project: Vietnam War. 

Detente: Strategic Arms Limitation 
Treaty (SALT) -I: Reagan Doctrine: 
"Glasnost" and “Perestroika". 

Discussion audio visual film and 
doubt clearing session. 

                                                 Dispersal of classes 

 


