
 

PROGRAMME NAME:  B A Hons. (Semester VI) 
COURSE/ PAPER NAME:  History of Japan and Korea (1868-1950s) 
SEMESTER DURATION:  January-April 
 

WEEK TOPIC(S) TEACHING 
METHODOLOGY 
ADOPTED/CONTINUOUS 
INTERNAL EVALUATION 

1-2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transition from Feudalism to 
Capitalism [a] Crisis of the 
Tokugawa Bakuhan System 
[b] The Meiji Restoration; 
limits to modernization [c] 
Economic change: Agrarian 
Settlement; fiscal policies; 
Capitalism and 
Industrialization. 
 

 Class Lectures, tutorials, 
Documentary films on the 
process of industrialization, 
arrival of Commodore Parry 
and end of Japanese Isolation/ 
capitalist forces at work in 
Japan. Students are advised to 
explore the search engine 
‘Jstor’ for relevant articles for 
the topics of this unit. 
 

3-4 Democracy and Militarism [a] 
Popular/ People’s Rights 
Movement; gender [b] Meiji 
constitution; political parties 
[c] Militarism and fascism. 
 
 
 
 
 

Class lectures, tutorials, 
documentary films on Japan’s 
Popular Rights Movement/ 
demands of the popular 
leaders and the process in 
which their demands were 
incorporated in the Meiji 
Constitution/ documents to 
show the various Articles of 
the Constitution/ movies on 
Japanese militarism/ use of 
PPT slides to show Japanese 
militarism and German 
Nazism/ use of search engine 
‘Jstor’ for the relevant articles 
of this unit. 
 
 

5-6 Japanese Imperialism 1868-
1945: ideology; expansion and 
conflict. 
 

Class lectures, tutorials, use of 
map to get an idea of Japanese 
expansionist designs for South 
East Asia/ use of search 
engine Jstor for relevant 



articles/ Journals such as The 
American Historical Review 
for further information. 

7-8 American occupation of Japan 
and post-War reconstruction. 
 
 

Class lectures, tutorials, use of 
map to see that how USA 
started the process of 
reconstruction of Japan in the 
post war era/ use of search 
engine Jstor for relevant 
articles/ Journals such as The 
American Historical Review 
for further information. 

9-10 KOREA 
The Old Order and 
institutional decay: Joseon 
 

Class lectures/ tutorials/ 
students are advised to consult 
the journals such as Modern 
Asian Studies for further 
studies/.  

11 MID-SEMESTER BREAK  
12 Korea’s relations with China, 

Japan and western powers. 
 

Class lectures, tutorials, 
Documentary films on the 
various aspects of the foreign 
policy of Korea with its 
neighbor countries and the 
western world/ Journals on the 
Korean History such as 
Modern Asian Studies may be 
consulted/ use of search 
engine ‘Jstor’ for further 
reading. 

13 Attempts at social, political 
and economic reform. 
 
 

Class lectures, tutorials, 
Documentary films on the 
channels such as Discovery, 
History etc. on reforms 
undertaken in varied sectors/ 
students are advised to refer 
the Journals such as Modern 
Asian Studies/ use of PPT to 
show the slides on the relevant 
parts of the topic/use of search 
engine ‘Jstor’ for further 
readings. 

14 Japan’s colonization of Korea 
and growth of Korean 
Nationalism (1910-1945) [a] 
1910-1919: Consolidation of 
Japanese power [b] 1919-

Class lectures, tutorials, 
Documentary films on the 
channels such as Discovery, 
History etc. on               Japan 
in Korea and the Korean 



1931: March First Movement 
(1919); Saito Reforms of 
1920s [c] 1931-1945: War 
mobilization; Japanese policy 
of assimilation; Korean 
response. 
 

resistance/emergence of 
Korean nationalism/first world 
war and Korea/ March First 
Movement/ Intra war years/ 
Aggressive Korean 
nationalism and Japanese 
imperialism/ students are 
advised to refer the Journals 
such as Modern Asian Studies/ 
use of PPT to show the slides 
on the relevant parts of the 
topic/ use of search engine 
‘Jstor’ for further readings. 

15 The Korean War 
 

Class lectures, tutorials, 
Documentary films on 
channels such as Discovery, 
History etc. on the Korean 
War/ students are advised to 
refer to Journals such as 
Modern Asian Studies/ use of 
search engine ‘Jstor’ for 
further readings. 

 Dispersal of Classes  
 


