
PROGRAMME NAME:       B.A. Hons. (Semester V) 
COURSE/PAPER NAME: History of Modern China ( 1840- 1960) 
SEMESTER DURATION: July-November 
 

WEEK TOPIC(S) TEACHING 
METHODOLOGY 

ADOPTED/CONTINUOUS 
INTERNAL EVALUATION 

1-2  China and the Great 
Divergence. 

 

Class lecture, tutorials, study  
material from journals like 
The China Diary,  The 
Modern China, European Past 
and Present etc. 

3-5 Imperialism and China during 
the 19th century: Canton 
(Guangzhou) system; Opium 
wars and their consequences. 
Secret Societies and popular 
movements: Taiping 
movement; Boxer movement. 
Reform movements: Self-
Strengthening movement; 
1898 Reform movement. 

 

Class lecture, tutorials, 
Documentary films, Discovery 
Channel’s series on Great  and 
ancient regimes and movies on 
Opium Wars, Taiping 
Rebellion, Boxer Revolt, to 
direct the students to explore 
the search engine Jstor for 
detailed articles on Chinese 
history and further reading. 

6-8 The emergence of Nationalism 
in China. The Revolution of 
1911: Sun Yat-sen (Sun 
Zhong Shan) and his ideology 
Warlordism. May Fourth 
Movement of 1919. 

 

Class lecture, tutorials, 
Documentary films, Discovery 
Channel’s series on Great  and 
ancient regimes/ History 
channel/ and movies on 
Chinese Revolution of 1911, 
period of the great Warlord 
Yuan Shi Kai, Life of Dr. Sun 
Yat Sen, the Cultural and 
Intellectual Movement of May 
1919, to direct the students to 
explore the search engine 
Jestor for detailed articles on 
Chinese history and further 
reading/ students are directed 
to consult the Journals such as 
The China Diary, Modern 
Asian Studies, The Modern 
China etc. 

9-10 and 12 Nationalism and Communism  
(1921 -1927): Formation of 

Class lecture, tutorials, 
Documentary films, Discovery 



the KMT/ GMD (Nationalist 
Party), the First United Front.  
1928-1949: Kiangsi period: 
Evolution of Maoist strategy; 
the Yenan (Yan’an) Way -- 
Policies; Peasant Nationalism; 
Communist Victory. 
 

Channel’s series on Great  and 
ancient regimes and movies on 
organization of Kuomingtang 
under Dr. Sun Yat Sen and 
Chiang Kai Shek, Emergence 
of Mao in Chinese politics and 
the Great Yennan Experiment, 
Second World War and China, 
Civil War in China and the set 
up of Communist Regime in 
1949 /the role of Peasant 
Nationalism in the Liberation 
Movement of China etc./ 
direct the students to explore 
the search engine Jstor for 
detailed articles on Chinese 
history and further reading/ 
students are directed to consult 
the Journals such as The 
China Diary, Modern Asian 
Studies, The Modern China 
etc. 

11 Mid-Semester Break  
13-15 From Revolution to Great 

Leap Forward. 
Building Socialism China in 
the World: Third World; 
Relations with Socialist 
countries; Non-Alignment. 
Great Leap Forward: Debates 
 

Class lecture, tutorials, 
Documentary films, and 
movies on the Revolution of 
1949, movement such as Great 
Leap Forward/Popularity of 
Socialist ideas in China/ Cold 
War and China/ China and the 
Non- Aligned Movement on 
Discovery and History 
Channels/ direct the students 
to explore the search engine 
Jestor for detailed articles on 
Chinese history and further 
reading/ students are directed 
to consult the Journals such as 
The China Diary, Modern 
Asian Studies, The Modern 
China etc. 

 Dispersal of classes  
 


