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VIRSA-TheHistorySocietyoftheDepartmentofHistory,SriGuruNanakDevKhalsa

CollegeorganizedaPanelDiscussiononRelevanceofGandhiintheModernWorldon

theoccasionof151stBirthAnniversaryofMahatmaGandhi.Amidstthegloom andfear

ofthepandemicand thedomesticand internationalunrestthathasclouded the

prospectusofthisgreatnation,itfeelsthemostcomfortabletorememberGandhiand

theidealsheimpartsnotonlytothepeopleofIndiabuttothehumancivilization.Itwas

themostsuitabletodiscussGandhiinaform ofaPanelDiscussionwhereeveryone

hasavoicetocontribute,aplatform wherethecurrentgenerationimpartsitswisdom to

thefuturegenerationwhichproudlyechosthevisionofdemocracyandinclusivitywitha

tinctureofitsefficacyin21stcentury.Thepaneldiscussionwasheldovertheonline

videocallingapplication,GoogleMeet–withallsmilesandenthusiasm beamingfrom

behindthescreens–andwitnessedparticipationfrom bothfacultyandstudents.

TheeventcommencedbyquotingGandhi’swords,

“WhenIdespair,Irememberthatallthroughhistorythewayoftruthandlovehave

alwayswon.Therehavebeentyrantsandmurderers,andforatime,theycanseem

invincible,butintheend,theyalwaysfall,thinkofit-always”,bythehostsoftheevent,

MrVikasRajand MrMohd Rafay.Theywelcomed thefacultymembersand the

studentsandgaveabriefabouttheevent’spurpose.Afterlayingoutthescheduleofthe

event,hostsinvitedDrBaljeetSinghforanopeningnote.Sirexquisitelyremembered

Gandhiandhisachievements,thenheprovideduswithanoutlineofthetopicforthe

discussion.HeeducatestheaudienceabouttheMahatma’sjourneyfrom beinga

barristerinMumbaitothefatherofthenationhewas,from hisimmensehistoricaland

analyticalknowledge,sirnarratesa mesmerizing storyofGandhi’searlyyearsin

Congressandhow hedevelopedandstrengthenedhisnotionsforthenon-violence,

satyagrahaetc.HealsoconnectsGandhi’steachingswiththepresenttimeandhow

theyarestillimpactingandinfluencingourdailylife.

AninformativePPTtitled“SpecialPostalandPhilatelyTributetoMahatmaGandhion

his150thBirthAnniversary”waspresentedbyDrPreetiSingh.Shetalksaboutthe

variousstampscelebratingGandhicollectedbyherovertheyearsandhowtheyimpact

Gandhi’svariousstagesoflife.Thepresentationincludesspecialcovershighlighting

Gandhi’scorevaluesandpracticesmakemanypeoplecuriousabouttheworldof

collectablestamps,itwasadelightandaninterestingdemonstrationbyma’am.



Followingthis,Deeptima’am sharesherthoughtsaboutthetopicandpayshertributeto

MahatmaGandhi.ShepondersoverthetopicofSatyagraha,TruthandNon-Violence

andexplainshowGandhiwasabletoimplementhisideasandidealsintothepractice

andthatmakeshim atrue‘Mahatma’.Thefloorwasthenopenedforthestudentsto

sharetheirviewsonthetopicanddiscussthevariousinterpretationsofGandhi’s

message.MrSiddharthaSinghspokeatfirstonGandhi’sstrengthandhisresolve.He

narratesGandhi’sstoryfrom histimeinSouthAfricaandhow itgivesalessonof

resolveanddutywhenevenafterfacingnumerouschallengesthereGandhiremainon

thepathofhisideals,thatshowsthetruefervourofhisbeliefs.MrVinayakPandeyand

MrGautam Balialsospeaksonthetopicandputforwardtheirpositionoftherespective

topic.

Towardstheend,Mr.R.KSharmagivesaclosingspeechandtoldushow selective

thoughtsofGandhiJiarebeingusedbyvariousfactionsforpursuingtheirpolitical

agenda.HeunderlinesthepresentscenarioofglobalizationandGandhi’sstandonit,he

revealshow weshouldtreatthehistoryandwhatdifferenceswehaveinthecurrent

societywhencomparedtoGandhi’stime.Hemotivatestheaudiencebyencouraging

them to follow theidealsofMohandasKaramchand Gandhiand takethisnation

towardsthepathenvisionedbyGandhiandtreatitwiththerespectitdeserves.Sir

concludestheeventbycongratulatingtheorganizingcommitteeforconductingsuchan

interestingandsignificantevent.


