Post-Event Report

Event Talk session

Topic Curating Memories: Chandraprava Saikiani and
the Mahila Samitis in Colonial Assam

Organizer Encore

Date 20 January 2023

Time 4 p.m.

Duration 1 hour

Place/Platform Google Meet

Number of Participants 40

Guest speaker/Trainer

Dr. Hemjyoti Medhi

Welcome Speech

Mrs. Nidhi Verma

Introduction to the Speaker

Titisha Samantha

Activities

e The speaker talked about memory, movement and the Mahila Samiti in Assam, India.
e Along with the history of the formation of the three ongoing samitis we also became aware of the founding

secretary of the Assam Mahila Samiti (1926) - Awahan

e Several other topics were discussed such as Women and print culture in colonial India and Disjunction

between Memory and the archive.
e A question answer round followed the discussions.

Main Ideas

e The main idea of the event was to enlighten students with the movement held by and efforts made by the
Mahila Samitis in Assam and how it helped in the upliftment of middle-class women in the society.

Vote of Thanks

Ms. Nidhi Verma

Feedback (Share the link of the Google Form & attach the
Excel File generated therein)
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1 Name E-mail address. Course Semester Was the session helpful? What were your conclusions from the talk? =
141 PM GMT+5:30 Sabmeet kaur  sabmeet.kaur@gmail.com English honours 4 Yes .

3 2023/01/20 4:45:53 PM GMT+5:30 Ayush Mishra  eng20.0535.ayush@sgndke.du.acin  English Honors 6 Yes It was very informative

4 2023/01/20 4:46:34 PM GMT+5:30 Navya Grover  navyagrover308@gmail.com BA. English honours 6 Yes Great insight into the mahila samiti and how they brought cut their personal cases and formed a group of women who were standing up for important causes.

5 2023/01/20 4:46:38 PM GMT+5:30 Tanya Oberoi  eng20.0527.tanya@sgndkc.du.acin  English honours 6 Yes The session was insightful about majila samitis

6 2023/01/20 4:46:45 PM GMT+5:30 Sandhya Gusain eng20.0513.sandhya@sgndke.du.ac.in English hons 6 Yes b

7 2023/01/20 4:47:52 PM GMT+5:30 Joysmita Singh  joys19singh@gmail.com English Hons. 4 Yes We became aware of the work and struggles of assam mahila samitis.

& |2023/01/20 4:49:16 PM GMT+5:30 Vanshika Verma vanshikaverma6767@gmail.com English Honours 6 Yes It was informative and enhanced my understanding of the subject.

9 2023/01/20 4:50:07 PM GMT+5:30 Gursimar kaur Gursimarkaur305@gmail.com BA HONS ENGLISH 4 Yes Itis helpful

10 |2023/01/20 4:51:04 PM GMT+35:30 Ansh Rishi ENG21.0528.ansh@sgndke.du.ac.in  English Honors Year 4 Yes | asked some guestion and they were answered brilliantly

11 |2023/01/20 4:51:46 PM GMT+5:30 Sanjana Singh  eng20.0518.5anjana@sgndke.du.ac.in B.A. (Hons) English 6 Yes An incredibly insightful session that helpad me gain immense knowledge on the subject.

12 2023/01/20 4:55:43 PM GMT+5:30 Titisha Samanta titishasamanta63 @gmail.com Eng hons 4 Yes Got ideas about mahila samitis in colonial assam

13 |2023/01/20 5:01:26 PM GMT+5:30 Avneet kaur avneethunjan02@gmail.com ENG hons 4 Yes .

14 2023/01/20 5:02:11 PM GMT+5:30 Himanshi goel Himanshigoel155@gmail.com English hons 4 Yes Mahila samiti importance

15 2023/01/20 5:02:25 PM GMT+5:30 Sanjmee Gupta guptasanjmee@gmail.com BA English honours 1 Yes We got to know a lot about how women were actually treated in past years and how it still has impact on today's generation.

15 2023/01/20 5:02:38 PM GMT+5:30 Vidushi pocniavidushilol0@gmail.com BA English Honours 1 Yes The talk was very helpful in understanding about mahila samitis.

17 |2023/01/20 5:03:04 PM GMT+5:30 Divleen kaur  kaurdivleen2082011@gmail.com English hons 1 Yes It was a nice concept to hear from hemajyoti mam. It was a very informative meeting 4" 8
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ry, Movement and the Mahila Samiti in Assam, India: A Digital
Archive_funded by The SEPHIS Programme, International Institute of Social
History, the Netherlands supported by Tezpur University, India (2009-12)

Assam Pradeshik Mahila Samity (Guwahati),
Dibrugarh District Mahila Samity (Dibrugarh)
Tezpur District Mahila Samiti (Tezpur) (Samiti/Samity)

An oral history and archiving project conducted during 200912 across
three mahila samitis. The project has digitally scanned and preserved
handwritten minutes and proccedings of select carly mahila samiti
meetings. Simultancously, audio-visual recordings were made of
conversations and interviews with current samiti members and
associates.

The archive is available for consultation in Tezpur University with prior
appointment
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Team: Coordinator: Hemjyoti Medhi, Advisor: Rimli Bhattacharya (University of
Delhi), Team members: Reetumoni Narzary, PA Anbarasan (till February 2011),
Mridusmita Barua and Puloma Pal. -v
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W Homjyot Modhi Iz prasanting
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Chandraprava
Saikiani
(1901-72)

Founding
Secretary of
the Assam
Mahila Samiti
(1926)

Awahan (1930)
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M Hemjyoti Medhi iz prezenting

idents di iabl.

None of these i din the only
historical document Assam Pradeshik Mahila Samityr
Ittibritta, 1961(A History of the Assam Pradeshik Mahila
Samity) by Chandraprava Saikiani

1

Disjunction between memory and the archive

Against the reluctant and limited disavowal of patriarchy in
general in the present, the mahila samitis’ history retrieved in
print and in unpublished minutes of meetings relates several
radical ents. These probl ize the connection
between memory and history and r: rucial questions about
situating the archive and the stories that these sources reveal

4:30 PM | myu-fozh-nyc

Ve e 0@
) Hemivoti Medhi s preventing

DU hek Colge 200 20 - P

e het i oo

Interview of Beena Hazarika, Chief Advisor, DDMS (2010)
B.H.: - [When we joined the samiti in 1974, it was almost dead. There was
no office, no maintenance of documents.

H.M.: You had a very difficult time.

B.H.:  must acknowledge the help of Chief Engineer Hiren Bhuyan when
we started this building in 1978. Gyanadalata Duara, Sulakanti Duaca.
Nirmala Dutta—they bought the land from Mr. Jalan. / think, I can share
this with you—this picce of land actually belonged to the Sahitya Sabha
([Dibrugarh] branch of the ASS). And the plot near the main road where the

Sahitya Sabha Building stands today was for the mahila samiti. They [the

sahitya sabha members] were very clever and our[samiti] seniors were
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Name: Dr. Gita Lakhanpal

Signature:

(Convenor)




